The nature and practices of social justice in the view of Sayyid Qutb by Ab. Rahman, Asyraf
The Nature and Practices of Social Justice 
in the View of Sayyid Qutb
ASYRAF	HJ.	AB.	RAHMAN
ABSTRAK
Kertas ini membincangkan konsep keadilan sosial sepertimana dipelopori oleh 
Sayyid Qutb, seorang pemikir terkenal Mesir pada tahun 1960-an. Kegagalan 
sistem politik dan ekonomi, selain campur tangan orang-orang Inggeris 
terhadap sistem politik dan sosial masyarakat Mesir telah menambahkan lagi 
kekusutan apabila mereka mula merasai ketidakpuasan hati terhadap masalah 
semasa yang melanda negara. Pemahaman Sayyid Qutb tentang keadilan sosial 
ialah mencakupi semua elemen; aspek kerohanian dan material dan tidak hanya 
terhad kepada keadilan ekonomi semata-mata. Bersama beberapa orang tokoh 
sarjana Mesir seperti Najib Mahfuz, Muhammad al-Ghazali dan Imad al-Din 
Abd al-Hamid, Sayyid Qutb telah mengketengahkan cadangan penyelesaian 
dalam bentuk tulisan seperti buku, dan artikel-artikel jurnal. Analisis adalah 
dibuat terhadap buku-buku tulisan beliau seperti al-Adalah al-Ijtimaiiyah fil 
Islam, Ma’rakat al-Islam wal Ra’samaliyyah dan juga artikel beliau, al-Fikr 
al-Jadid bagi melihat kepentingan idea-idea tersebut dalam mengutarakan 
penyelesaian sosial secara praktikal dan realistik, sesuai dengan roh Islam 
dan situasi semasa umat manusia. 
ABSTRACT
This paper discusses the nature of social justice as enunciated by Sayyid Qutb, 
an Egyptian prominent scholar in the 1960s. Failure of the political system, 
economic disparity, coupled with the British interference in many aspects of 
Egyptian socio-political life led to the so called ‘Egyptian disillusionment’ 
with the existing problems facing their country. Qutb’s notion of social justice 
is all embracing; spiritual and material life, and is not merely limited to 
economic justice. Together with other Egyptian intellectuals like Najib Mahfuz, 
Muhammad al-Ghazali, and Imad al-Din Abd al-Hamid, Sayyid Qutb managed 
to propose some alternative solutions in the form of writings including that 
of books and journal articles. Some major issues discussed in Sayyid Qutb’s 
works:’al-Adalah al-Ijtimaiiyah fil Islam, Ma’rakat al-Islam wal Ra’samaliyyah 
and his article al-Fikr al-Jadid, will then be analyzed as to see their importance 
in articulating some social solutions in a practical and realistic manner, in true 
accord both with the spirit of Islam and the contemporary human situation.
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
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the	1930s	 to	1940s,	and	include	his	early	major	works,	Muhimmat al-Shair 
fi’l-Hayah	 (Significance	of	 the	Poet	 in	Life)	(1932)	and	several	others	such	
as	al-Shati’ al-Majhul	(The	Unknown	Beach)	(1934),	and	al-Taswir al-Fanni	
fi’l-Qur’an	(Artistic	Imagery	in	the	Qur’an)	(1945).	Qutb’s	works	on	education	






cAlami wa’l-Islam	 (Islam	and	Universal	Peace)	 in	1951.	These	works	focus	
mainly	on	Islam	as	the	solution	to	the	problems	facing	society	such	as	social	
injustice,	corruption	and	feudalism.	During	his	period	in	prison	between	1954	
and	1964,	Qutb	was	able	 to	complete	 the	writing	of	Fi Zilal al-Qur’an	 (In	
the	Shade	of	 the	Qur’an)	 together	with	other	 Islamic	books:	Hadha al-Din	
(This	Religion	of	Islam)	(1955),	al-Mustaqbal li Hadha al-Din	 (The	Future	










two	other	members	 of	 the	 Ikhwan,	 cAbd	 al-Fattah	 Ismacil	 and	Muhammad	
Yusuf	Hawwash.	Their	 execution	 sent	 the	 Ikhwan	underground	 for	 several	
years	(Abu	Rabic,	1984).
Qutb’s	commitment	to	Islam	and	social	justice	emerged	as	a	result	of	several	






















fil Islam,	Ma’rakat al-Islam wal Ra’samaliyyah	and	his	article	al-Fikr al-Jadid,	
will	 then	be	analyzed	as	 to	see	 their	 importance	 in	articulating	some	social	
solutions	in	a	practical	and	realistic	manner,	in	true	accord	both	with	the	spirit	
of	Islam	and	the	contemporary	human	situation.
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democracy	in	their	programs.	Qutb	also	called	them	to	focus	more	on	social	





































return	 to	 Islam	for	a	 solution	 to	 their	current	 social	and	political	problems.	
The	appearance	of	his	later	books	such	as	al-cAdalah	al-Ijtimaciyyah fi’l-Islam	
(1949),	and	Macrakat al-Islam wa’l-Ra’smaliyyah (1951)	are	a	clear	indication	








also	 be	 seen	 in	 the	 frequent	 assassinations	 and	 attempted	 assassinations	 of	
political	figures	 that	 took	place	during	 this	 period.	Victims	 included	Prime	
Minister	Ahmad	Mahir	(1945),	the	Chief	of	Cairo	Police,	Salim	Zaki	(1948),	
Prime	Minister	Nuqrashi	(1948),	and	the	Supreme	Guide	of	the	Jamaat	Ikhwan	
al-Muslimun,	Hasan	 al-Banna	 in	 1949	 (Vatikiotis,	 1969).	Thus	 the	 decade	
preceding	the	July	1952	military	revolt	was	dominated	by	a	sense	of	anger,	



























political	 parties,	whom	he	 considered	more	 inclined	 to	 demagogy	 than	 to	



























It	 seems	 here	 that	Qutb’s	 early	 experience	 of	 searching	 for	 spiritual	
fulfillment	and	the	meaning	of	life	greatly	influenced	the	content	of	al-cAdalah.	
It	compelled	him	to	see	that	the	question	of	the	universe,	life	and	humankind	
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of	 this	 new	phase	 in	Qutb’s	 intellectual	 career.	Apart	 from	Qutb’s	 general	













facing	Egyptian	 society	 and	Qutb’s	 personal	 experience	 of	 living	 in	 such	












were	 in	 contradiction	 to	 the	 Islamic	principles	of	 life,	which	 combined	 the	

























described	 in	detailed	elaboration	on	 the	concept	of	 individual	ownership	of	
property.	This	was	permitted	in	Islam	with	some	restrictions	on	how	the	owners	























Smith,	 for	 instance,	 disappointed	 at	 the	 lack	of	 realistic	 construction	of	 an	
economic	system	in	al-cAdalah,	criticized	Qutb	for	his	limited	discussion	on	
usury	(riba), which	dealt	only	with	personal	transactions	between	individuals	
and	made	no	mention	of	industrial	 loans	(Fayyad,	1977).	At	this	point,	 it	 is	
important	to	note	that	a	detailed	discussion	of	the	Islamic	economy	would	not	
have	been	appropriate	in	the	context	of	al-cAdalah	or	the	circumstances	which	
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principles	 that	 became	 the	 basis	 for	 its	 successful	 application:	 freedom	of	
conscience,	human	equality	and	social	 solidarity.	He	argued	 that	 the	means	
of	 realizing	 social	 justice	 and	maintaining	 its	 basis	 in	 society	 rested	 upon	

















criticized	 some	Muslim	writers	who	 referred	only	 to	 the	 similarities	 of	 the	
Islamic	political	system	with	those	of	other	political	systems.	In	this	sense,	he	
criticized	writers	such	as	Dr.	Haikal,	who,	instead	of	accepting	the	uniqueness	










































the	 real	contradictions	 in	Egypt.	Qutb	clearly	stated	his	aims	 in	writing	 the	
work:	“The	deterioration	in	social	conditions	from	which	the	people	of	Egypt	
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led	Qutb	to	write	the	book.	Qutb	admitted	the	lack	of	a	comprehensive	review	
of	Islamic	economics:
For	 social	 justice	 in	 Islam	 is	 a	 greater	 thing	 than	mere	
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Neither	 communism	nor	 capitalism	 can	 provide	 prescription	 for	 their	 own	



































Islamic	 resurgence	which	draws	much	of	 its	 strength	 from	 the	unmitigated	
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